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FORTY-THIRD  REPORT  OF  THE 


COMMISSION  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  1964-65 


To  the  Honorable  Vance  Dickie,  M.L.C. 
Sir, 


We  have  the  honour  to  submit,  in  accordance  with  section  23  (3)  of  the  Health  Act  1958, 
our  report  for  the  year  ended  30th  June,  1965. 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  health  situation  in  Victoria  over  the  period  under  review 
is  the  absence  of  a  single  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  since  March,  1964.  This  experience  is 
paralleled  in  all  other  Australian  States  and  is  ascribed  to  the  effectiveness  of  Salk  vaccine  as  a 
protective  agent  and  its  acceptance  by  the  Australian  community.  For  many  years,  Victoria 
experienced  the  highest  poliomyelitis  incidence  of  any  Australian  State  and,  indeed,  the  1937-38 
epidemic  was  the  highest  incidence  that  had  ever  been  recorded. 


The  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  since  1954  has  been  : — 


Year 

Cases 

1954 

..  569 

1955 

..  235 

1956 

. .  252 

1957 

12 

1958 

60 

1959 

30 

1960 

23 

1961 

68 

1962 

20 

1963 

21 

1964 

5 

1965  (to  30th  June,  1965)  . 

0 

Salk  vaccine  was  first  used  in  Victoria  in  July,  1956,  and  the  decline  in  the  incidence  of 
poliomyelitis  as  seen  from  the  above  figures  is  undoubtedly  due  to  introduction  of  this  antigen. 
At  the  same  time  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  similar  dramatic  reduction  in  incidence  occurred 
following  the  epidemic  in  the  years  1937  and  1938  when  there  were  2,166  cases.  The  number  reported 
in  1939  was  42  followed  by  20  in  1940,  51  in  1941  and  23  in  1942  which  would  suggest  that  the 
natural  immunity  induced  in  the  community  by  the  1937-38  epidemic  resulted  in  the  reduced 

incidence  of  poliomyelitis  during  the  years  following  this  epidemic. 

In  faecal  specimens  collected  from  the  children  attending  a  metropolitan  creche  and 
kindergarten  in  the  course  of  a  monthly  virus  survey  conducted  by  Fairfield  Hospital  Medical 
Research  Unit,  Type  2  Poliomyelitis  was  isolated  in  July,  August  and  September,  1964,  but  no  cases 
of  poliomyelitis  occurred  amongst  the  children,  their  contacts,  nor  in  the  whole  State.  All  the 
children  attending  the  creche  and  kindergarten  have  been  immunized  with  Salk  vaccine  as  far  as 
was  possible  within  time  limits  for  giving  this  vaccine.  As  Type  2  virus  has  not  been  detected 
in  the  metropolitan  area  since  1956  it  was  conceivable  that  some  cases  of  poliomyelitis  may  have 
occurred  amongst  unvaccinated  people,  as  the  virus  was  present  in  the  community. 

Publicity  was  given  to  the  detection  of  the  virus  in  the  community  and  to  the  Commission’s 
view  that  the  only  reason  for  absence  of  cases  was  the  protection  afforded  by  Salk  vaccine.  The 
demand  for  Salk  vaccine  increased  from  some  5,000  doses  per  week  to  67,760  doses  of  vaccine 
during  one  week  in  July. 
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The  Salk  vaccination  status  of  the  community  as  at  30th  June,  each  year  from  1959  to  1964, 
was  assessed  as  follows  : — 


Salk  Vaccine  Status. 


Percentage  Immunized  (at  least  3  Salk). 


Age  Group. 

As  at 
30.6.59 

As  at 
30.6.60 

As  at 
30.6.61 

As  at 
30.6.62 

As  at 
30.6.63 

As  at 
30.6.64 

15  months  to  4  years 

/o 

70 

0/ 

/o 

79  . 

% 

70 

/o 

67 

/o 

68 

% 

69 

5  years  to  14  years 

69 

74 

77 

78 

80 

82 

15  years  to  44  years 

6 

22 

28 

35 

38 

42 

At  30th  June,  1964,  56  per  cent,  of  the  people  aged  15  months  to  44  years  had  received  three 
or  four  doses  of  Salk  vaccine. 

Returns  from  municipal  councils  in  respect  of  Salk  immunizations  for  the  year  ended  30th 
June,  1965,  are  not  yet  complete. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  amount  of  Salk  vaccine  distributed  in  the  last  fiscal  year  for 
immunization  campaigns  it  would  appear  that  the  percentage  of  the  community  immunized  has 
increased  since  30th  June,  1964,  but  this  figure  has  not  reached  the  optimum  of  80-85  per  cent,  of  the 
community  which  is  considered  necessary  to  establish  an  immunity  to  ensure  continuing  freedom 
from  poliomyelitis.  There  is  a  continuing  need  for  unimmunized  people  of  the  community  to 
receive  inoculations. 

During  the  year  ended  30th  June,  1965,  602,469  doses  of  Salk  vaccine  were  distributed  ;  this 
shows  a  decline  from  the  year  1963-64  when  937,178  doses  were  distributed.  However,  it  is 
estimated  that  approximately  800,000  of  the  doses  distributed  in  1963-64  were  for  fourth  injections, 
as  recommended  by  the  Commission  in  March,  1963.  The  amount  of  Salk  vaccine  distributed  in  the 
last  fiscal  year  for  initial  immunizations  was  a  considerable  increase  on  each  of  the  previous  four 
years. 


The  number  of  doses  of  Salk  vaccine  distributed  in  Victoria  from  1st  July,  1956  to  30th  June, 
1965  was  : — 


1956- 57  . 

1957- 58  . 

1958- 59  . 

1959- 60  . 

1960- 61  . 

1961- 62  . 

1962- 63  . 

1963- 64  . 

1964- 65  . 


1,277,430 

718,510 

1,213,775 

799,377 

416,799 

497,310 

478,565 

937,178 

602,469 


Despite  the  fall  in  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  since  the  introduction  of  Salk  vaccine  in  1956 
the  work  of  the  Poliomyelitis  Division  has  continued  to  increase  with  the  referrals  of  Multiple  Sclerosis, 
postural  deformities  and  other  chronic  neurological  and  muscular  conditions.  In  1955  there  were  470 
patients  receiving  treatment  from  this  Division,  as  compared  with  1,946  patients  during  the  year 
under  review. 


PESTICIDES  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

The  Commission  of  Pubhc  Health  has  been  concerned  for  years  past  with  the  possible  effect 
on  human  health  of  the  use,  and  particularly  the  misuse,  of  pesticides,  both  in  agriculture  and  in 
the  home.  With  the  introduction  in  recent  years  of  more  toxic  chemicals  as  pesticides,  the  hazards 
to  man  have  increased  and  the  Department’s  interest  in  the  problem  has  increased  proportionally. 

The  Health  Act  gives  power  for  the  making  of  regulations  in  connexion  with  dangerous 
trades,  prescribing  precautions  to  be  taken  to  protect  the  health  of  persons  engaged  in  such  trades. 
Under  these  powers,  “  Use  of  Pesticides  Regulations  1953  ”  (amended  in  1965)  and  “  Pesticide 
(Manufacture  and  Preparation)  Regulations  1953  ”  were  issued.  The  first  prescribe  protective 
clothing  to  be  worn  by  persons  using  certain  organo-phosphate  pesticides,  cleaning  of  such  clothes, 
medical  inspection  of  employees,  cautionary  notices,  &c.  The  latter  prescribe  somewhat  similar 
requirements  in  respect  to  employees  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  packing  of  these  pesticides. 
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The  use  of  pesticides  in  agriculture  of  necessity  involves  the  risk  to  the  consumer  of  excessive 
pesticide  residues  on  sprayed  fruit  and  vegetables  or  in  meat  and  dairy  products  where  animals  have 
grazed  on  pasture  sprayed  with  insecticides.  To  protect  the  consumer,  Food  and  Drug  Standards 
Regulations  contain  a  list  of  maximum  residues  permitted  in  fruit  and  vegetables  in  respect  to  most 
of  the  toxic  pesticides  on  the  market.  These  are  about  to  be  extended  and  brought  up  to  date  in 
the  light  of  present  knowledge,  in  accordance  with  tolerances  formulated  by  the  Commonwealth 
Food  Additives  Committee  and  recommended  for  uniform  adoption  by  all  States.  It  is  expected 
that  these  provisions  will  soon  be  extended  to  include  tolerance  for  residues  in  grain,  meat  and 
dairy  products. 

The  Department  of  Health  is  vitally  concerned  should  any  unusual  results  occur  from  the  in¬ 
judicious  or  unauthorized  use  of  a  toxic  pesticide.  This  is  illustrated  by  the  Department’s  activities 
following  the  use  of  a  chlorinated  hydrocarbon  to  kill  caterpillars  on  pastures  in  the  Heytesbury 
district  a  short  time  ago.  This  pesticide  was  not  introduced  for  use  on  pasture  but  had  been  used 
experimentally  on  a  number  of  farms  in  that  district.  Deaths  of  calves  were  reported  following 
consumption  of  milk  from  affected  cows.  The  Department  immediately  investigated  the  possible 
effects  on  humans  consuming  such  milk  and  arranged,  in  conjunction  with  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  for  the  segregation  of  affected  milk  and  cream  and  for  regular  analyses  of  all  suspect 
milk  and  cream  until  the  Teledrin  content  was  reduced  to  a  safe  limit.  In  this  investigation  and 
subsequent  action  the  manufacturer  of  the  product  afforded  every  possible  assistance  to  the 
Department. 

The  increasing  use  of  household  insecticides,  particularly  those  containing  some  of  the 
newer  and  more  toxic  chemicals,  posed  a  possible  health  problem.  When  it  was  found  that  the 
sale  of  household  insecticides  was  not  controlled  by  any  other  legislation,  an  amendment  was 
recently  made  to  the  Health  Act  giving  the  Department  the  necessary  powers.  As  a  result, 
“  Household  Insecticide  Regulations  1965  ”  have  been  prepared  by  the  Commission.  These 
Regulations  define  aerosols,  space  and  fly  sprays,  surface  sprays  and  insecticidal  paints,  dusting 
powders,  baits,  fumigants,  smoke  generators  and  thermal  vaporizers,  and  prescribe  what  active 
constituents  are  permitted  in  each  type  together  with  labelling  requirements  and  cautionary  wording. 

When  it  was  established  that  “  1080  ”  (sodium  fluoroacetate)  was  the  most  effective  and 
widely  used  poison  for  the  control  of  rabbits,  the  Department  realized  that  the  uncontrolled  use  of 
this  highly  toxic  chemical  would  constitute  a  very  serious  public  health  hazard.  “  Fluoroacetate 
Regulations  1960  ”  were  therefore  promulgated,  imposing  very  strict  controls  on  the  storage,  sale 
and  use  of  this  chemical,  in  the  preparation  and  distribution  of  “1080”  baits  and  in  the  disposal  of 
killed  vermin  and  unconsumed  baits. 

The  Poisons  Act  1962  transferred  the  control  of  poisons  from  the  Pharmacy  Board  to  the 
Department  of  Health.  This  Act  contains  provisions  relating  to  the  sale  of  poisonous  pesticides, 
designed  for  the  protection  of  the  public.  Pesticide  chemicals  are  classed  in  one  or  other  of  a 
number  of  schedules,  which  define  labelling  requirements  and  set  out  the  conditions  of  manufacture, 
sale  and  storage. 

The  Department  was  instrumental,  in  1950,  in  setting  up  an  Interdepartmental  Committee 
on  Toxic  Hazards  of  Pesticides  ;  with  the  increasing  complexity  of  chemicals  used  as  pesticides 
and  of  hazards,  both  to  man  and  to  other  non-target  species,  the  constitution  and  functions  of  this 
committee  have  been  progressively  widened.  It  now  consists  of  representatives  of  the  Health 
Department  (industrial  hygiene  and  chemical).  Agriculture  Department  (chemical  and  biological). 
Fisheries  and  Wild  Life,  Water  Commission  (weed  control  branch)  and  Lands  Department 
(noxious  weeds  and  vermin  control  branch)  and  is  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  Deputy  Chief 
Health  Officer. 

Before  any  new  toxic  chemical  is  registered  as  a  pesticide  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
this  committee  considers  all  available  data  on  acute  and  chronic  toxicity  and  on  possible  effects 
on  non-target  species,  and  advises  whether  registration  should  be  granted  and  what,  if  any, 
precautions  and  cautionary  wording  should  be  required.  The  committee  prepares  and  sponsors 
for  publication  articles  drawing  attention  to  toxic  hazards  and  precautions  necessary  with  pesticides, 
arranges  direct  co-operation  between  officers  in  different  departments  concerned  with  a  common 
problem,  approves  plans  for  any  unusual  or  large-scale  departmental  use  of  pesticides,  discusses 
and  advises  on  pesticide  legislation  proposed  by  any  particular  department  and  ensures  uniformity 
of  legislative  action  between  departments. 

The  foregoing  is  a  very  brief  summary  of  the  Department’s  activities  in  this  particular  field 
of  public  health  and  indicates  the  steps  being  taken  to  cope  with  the  ever  increasing  complexity  of 
the  problem  of  the  hazards  to  man  occasioned  by  the  expanding  use  of  more  and  more  toxic 
chemicals  as  pesticides. 
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CHILD-MINDING  CENTRES. 

As  advised  in  the  report  of  the  Commission  for  the  year  ended  30th  June,  1964,  the 
Government  amended  the  Health  Act  to  give  the  Governor  in  Council  power  to  make  regulations 
with  respect  to  child-minding  centres  where  five  or  more  children  under  the  age  of  six  years  are 
received  for  fee  or  reward. 

Regulations  known  as  the  Child-Minding  Centres  (Health  Act)  Regulations  1965  have  since 
been  approved.  These  regulations  provide  for  : — 

(1)  Standards  of  construction,  cleanliness,  sanitation,  lighting,  heating,  ventilation 

and  safety  ; 

(2)  Approval  of  plans  and  specifications  ; 

(3)  Registration  ; 

(4)  Maintenance  ; 

(5)  Staff  requirements  (effective  in  the  case  of  existing  centres  on  1st  January,  1967)  ; 

(6)  The  type  of  accommodation  to  be  provided  ;  and 

(7)  Provision  of  play  space. 

The  Commission  records  its  appreciation  of  the  work  of  a  committee  consisting  of 
representatives  of  the  Australian  Pre-School  Association,  the  Country  Women’s  Association,  the 
National  Council  of  Women  of  Victoria,  the  Victorian  Association  of  Day  Nurseries  and  the  Victorian 
Council  of  Social  Service  who  assisted  officers  of  the  Department  in  the  preparation  of  the  draft 
regulations. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Mass  X-Ray  Surveys. 

The  search  for  tuberculosis  under  compulsion  has  been  particularly  rewarding.  428,306 
people  were  X-rayed  and  286  were  found  on  a  radiological  basis  to  have  proved  or  possibly  active 
tuberculosis,  i.e.,  one  such  case  is  found  for  every  1,497  people  presenting  for  examination.  Under 
the  voluntary  system  the  average  over  a  number  of  years  on  a  State-wide  basis  was  in  the  vicinity 
of  one  case  in  every  2,000  people  examined. 

The  jump  in  the  incidence  commences  in  the  50-year  olds,  164,200  people  over  50  years  of 
age  and  264,106  under  this  age  were  X-rayed  and  there  were  171  or  1  case  in  every  960  examined 
in  the  former  group  as  compared  with  only  115  or  1  case  in  every  2,297  examined  in  the  younger 
age  group.  In  all  age  groups  there  were  196  males  and  90  females. 

Lung  cancer  showed  a  radiological  incidence  of  one  case  in  every  4,190  X-rays  taken. 
Notifications. 

New  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  for  the  year  were  820,  a  rate  of  25.93  per  100,000, 
compared  with  888  notifications  in  1963.  Of  the  new  patients,  141  had  extra-pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
an  increase  of  20  cases  over  1963.  Many  of  the  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  presenting 
with  disease  in  an  advanced  stage  and  very  many  come  from  the  lower  social  groups  and  alcoholics. 

Tuberculosis  in  children  under  fifteen  years  resulted  in  less  notifications  this  year — 
83  cases,  compared  with  1 16  in  1963.  However,  tuberculosis  in  this  age  group  still  constitutes  about 
one-tenth  of  all  notifications. 

Anonymous  type  mycobacteria  have  been  isolated  in  a  few  cases  of  disease  of  the  lymph 
glands,  and  in  one  case  of  an  American  seaman  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Migrants,  who  represent  approximately  19  per  cent,  of  the  community,  contributed  238  new 
notifications  of  tuberculosis  for  the  year,  i.e.,  29  per  cent,  of  the  total  notifications.  Thirty-four 
of  the  61  with  genito-urinary  system  diseases  were  born  outside  Australia — 16  in  Italy,  5  in  Greece 
and  7  British  born,  and  6  from  other  countries. 

Deaths. 

The  official  figure  from  the  Government  Statist  is  121,  a  rate  of  3.84  per  100,000. 
Departmental  records  indicate  170  deaths  for  the  year  with  tuberculosis  mentioned  in  one  of  the 
three  categories  on  the  death  certificate,  and  of  these  tuberculosis  was  noted  as  the  prime  cause  of 
death  in  only  30  cases.  Another  10  cases,  although  dying  of  other  medical  conditions,  were  known 
to  have  active  tuberculosis  at  the  time  of  death.  For  the  others,  the  tuberculosis  was  inactive. 
Average  age  of  death  was  64  years.  There  were  six  new  notifications  from  the  death  certificates. 
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Tuberculin  Testing  and  B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

Tuberculin  Testing  and  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school  children  eleven  years  and  over  were 
stepped  up  this  year,  resulting  in  75,897  examinations.  The  natural  positive  reactor  rate,  aged 
fourteen  years,  was  3 . 6  per  cent.  Isoniazide  chemoprophylaxis  was  used  for  school  children  who 
gave  large  reactions  and  for  certain  groups  of  new  contacts. 

Late  tuberculin  testing  of  those  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  shows  maintenance  of  tuberculin 
allergy  in  over  85  per  cent,  for  up  to  ten  years  or  longer. 

Eleven  children  were  notified  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  following  tuberculin  testing  in 
schools  and  several  of  their  contacts  were  found  to  have  active  tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis  Allowances. 

At  31st  December,  1964,  290  people  were  in  receipt  of  Tuberculosis  Allowances — 100  less 
than  twelve  months  ago.  This  shows  marked  contrast  with  the  highest  recorded  figure  for  Victoria 
in  1951  of  2,039.  The  present  low  figure  reflects  the  response  to  treatment,  resulting  in  shorter 
time  in  sanatoria  and  off  work. 

Case  Register. 

All  patients  notified  since  January,  1961,  and  any  others  who  have  relapsed  or  are  infectious 
are  listed  and  are  regularly  reviewed.  This  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing  to  attention  a  number 
of  people  whose  notification  to  the  Health  Department  has  been  delayed  or  overlooked,  and  thus 
resulted  in  appropriate  medical  management  and  examination  of  contacts.  The  importance  of 
examination  of  contacts  is  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  10-15  per  cent,  of  new  notifications  come 
from  this  source. 

At  present  the  register  has  listed  3,241  names  and  710  are  still  listed  as  having  active  disease. 

There  were  72  people  who  developed  reactivation  of  their  tuberculosis  after  having  quiescent 
lesions  for  at  least  three  years.  The  period  of  stability  prior  to  relapse  may  be  very  long  and  in 
this  group  44  patients  had  been  stable  for  at  least  ten  years  and  25  for  fifteen  years  or  longer. 
This  indicates  the  importance  of  prolonged  medical  supervision. 

“  Chronic  Positive  ”  Cases. 

“  Chronic  Positive  ”  cases  have  received  special  attention  in  recent  years  to  encourage 
re-treatment  with  “  second-line  ”  drugs.  A  stage  has  now  been  reached  where  removal  from  the 
group  is  likely  to  be  chiefly  by  death — most  are  elderly  people  with  known  tuberculosis  for  many 
years.  Few  names  are  being  added  each  year.  At  31st  December,  1964,  there  were  86  chronic 
positive  cases,  a  reduction  of  21  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

Bacteriology. 

Primary  resistance  was  reported  from  nine  patients  of  412  new  isolations.  Three  patients 
were  born  outside  Australia  and  one  young  adult  had  spent  three  years  in  Europe.  All  of  these 
four  patients  probably  received  their  original  infection  outside  Australia. 

Treatment. 

Of  the  new  cases  89  per  cent,  were  treated  in  sanatoria  or  alhed  institutions  at  some  stage. 
Sixty-six  per  cent,  were  bacteriologically  established. 

Response  to  treatment  of  new  cases  yields  about  98  per  cent,  bacteriological  conversion  at 
the  time  of  discharge  from  sanatorium.  Surgical  treatment  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was 
resorted  to  for  only  22  patients  and  in  approximately  half  of  these  it  was  a  resection  for  diagnostic 
purposes, 

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL  REPORT. 

Diphtheria. 

Notifications  which  include  both  clinical  cases  and  carriers  totalled  71  compared  with  181 
for  1963.  The  majority  were  mild  in  character  and  no  deaths  occurred.  The  last  three  years 
have  demonstrated  that  diphtheria  is  not  a  disease  of  the  past  and  has  the  capacity  to  strike  wherever 
immunization  is  neglected.  The  impact  of  this  disease  in  recent  years  has  had  the  effect  of  awakening 
renewed  interest  in  immunization  both  at  the  general  practitioner  and  municipal  campaign  levels. 

Infective  Hepatitis. 

Infective  hepatitis  still  continues  as  a  highly  prevalent  disease  in  the  community  although 
there  was  a  marked  reduction  in  the  notified  figures,  namely  2,697  for  1964  as  against  3,833  for  the 
previous  year.  Since  this  disease  became  notifiable  in  1952,  two  epidemic  peaks  have  occurred, 
the  first  in  1955  (3,776  notifications)  and  again  in  1963. 
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If  the  present  epidemiological  pattern  continues  as  in  the  past,  it  may  be  anticipated  that  the 
existing  downward  trend  in  incidence  will  continue  until  there  is  a  build  up  of  sufficient  susceptible 
persons  in  the  community  to  create  another  epidemic  peak. 

Progress  towards  evolving  an  effective  prophylactic  vaccine  is  slow  although  the  propagation 
of  viral  agents  from  hepatitis  patients  holds  considerable  promise  that  this  goal  may  not  be  far 
distant. 


Whooping  Cough. 

This  disease  has  been  very  prevalent  over  the  year  (663  notifications).  The  wave  of  cases 
did  not  significantly  fall  until  weU  into  1965. 

Influenza. 

During  the  winter  of  1964  the  incidence  and  severity  of  respiratory  illnesses  were  not  abnormal. 
Virus  influenza  was  present  but  did  not  reach  epidemic  proportions  in  the  community  at  large. 
Respiratory  syncitial  virus  (RSV),  parainfluenzal  and  adeno  viruses  were  responsible  for  a  number 
of  admissions  of  respiratory  illnesses  to  hospital. 

Gastroenteritis. 

An  epidemic  of  gastroenteritis  commenced  in  Melbourne  during  April,  1965,  and  subsided 
some  three  months  later.  Reports  from  certain  country  areas  and  other  States,  notably  New 
South  Wales,  Queensland  and  the  Capital  Territory  indicated  that  similar  situations  had  developed 
following  the  Melbourne  experience. 

At  the  hospital  level,  the  admissions  were  confined  largely  to  infants  and  young  children  of 
which  over  500  were  admitted  to  Fairfield  Hospital.  Five  deaths  occurred  in  this  group. 

The  epidemiological  pattern  did  not  incriminate  any  particular  item  of  food  ;  the  spread 
was  probably  person  to  person.  Intensive  laboratory  investigations  did  not  reveal  the  causal 
agent,  possibly  a  virus  which  has  eluded  attempts  to  propagate  it  in  tissue  culture  and  laboratory 
animals. 

Q.  fever. 

In  the  1964  report  of  the  Commission,  reference  was  made  to  an  outbreak  of  Q.  fever  in  a 
Melbourne  abattoir  in  which  sheep  from  New  South  Wales  were  considered  the  reservoir  of  the  causal 
organism  Rickettsia  burneti. 

Apart  from  the  occasional  sporadic  case  the  situation  has  been  quiescent  until  June,  1965, 
when  a  small  outbreak  occurred  in  the  same  abattoir  and  is  being  currently  investigated. 

Tetanus. 

Although  only  seven  cases  of  tetanus  were  reported,  this  disease  is  important  by  virtue  of  its 
severity  and  the  attendant  risk  to  life. 

The  organism  is  ubiquitous  in  distribution  in  soil,  particularly  in  situations  where  manure 
is  used  much  on  gardens.  Several  cases  of  tetanus  in  recent  years  have  occurred  among  home 
gardeners  following  injuries,  often  relatively  minor  in  nature,  caused  by  thorns,  splinters,  &c. 

As  an  effective  prophylactic  agent  is  available,  persons  whose  occupations  or  recreations 
carry  a  risk  of  soil-contaminated  wounds  should  seriously  consider  having  tetanus  toxoid  inoculations. 

Redfin  Fish  Food  Poisoning. 

An  occasional  sporadic  case  of  food  poisoning  due  to  the  consumption  of  redfin  fish  has 
come  to  attention  in  the  past  year. 

There  have  been  no  developments  in  the  elucidation  of  this  mysterious  illness.  However, 
m  the  event  of  a  further  outbreak  due  to  redfin  from  the  Lake  Victoria — Rufus  river  area, 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  New  South  Wales  Fisheries  and  Game  Department  to 
institute  an  on-site  investigation  into  this  problem. 

Venereal  Disease. 

During  the  year  2,399  males  and  681  females  (total  3,080)  attended  the  Government  Clinic 
for  Venereal  Disease.  Included  in  this  were  143  men  and  104  women  who  came  for  a  blood  test 
to  conform  with  American  visa  requirements. 
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The  number  of  cases  of  gonorrhoea  and  syphilis  found  among  this  group  of  3,080  persons 
is  as  follows  : — 


Gonorrhoea. 

Syphilis. 

Men 

«  t 

..  702 

27 

Women 

•  • 

..  207 

2 

Total 

•  * 

..  909 

29 

The  amount  of  gonorrhoea  seen  at  the  Clinic  is  about  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  The 
number  with  syphilis  is  still  declining. 


Exotic  Diseases  Hospital^  Fairfield. 

The  number  of  in-patients  at  the  Exotic  Diseases  unit  has  remained  at  eight  for  the  year. 
Six  of  these  leprosy  sufferers  are  of  Southern  European  origin  and  the  remaining  two  British  who 
contracted  the  disease  in  the  Pacific  Islands. 

Most  are  long-term  patients  but  a  few,  diagnosed  in  the  early  stages,  may  be  discharged  within 
the  next  two  or  three  years.  All  are  well  cared  for,  normally  in  good  health  and  have  ample 
opportunity  to  engage  in  occupational  and  recreational  activities. 


Immunization  Material  Issued  to  Municipalities  1963-1964  and  1964-65. 


Material. 

Number  of  Doses. 

1963-64. 

1964-65. 

Salk  Vaccine 

937,178 

602,469 

Triple  Antigen  Vaccine 

239,450 

230,831 

C.D.T.  Vaccine 

146,536 

86,018 

Tet.  Tox.  (A.P.A.)  Vaccine 

33,552 

28,022 

Smallpox  Vaccine 

25,179 

25,480 

Dip.  Tox.  (Dil.)  Vaccine 

17,400 

8,430 

Schick  Test  Toxin  Vaccine 

7,425 

7,505 

Dip.  Proph.  (P.T.A.P.)  Vaccine 

3,415 

1,618 

Tet.  Tox.  (B.P.)  Vaccine 

958 

315 

c.c.’s  Dip.  Proph.  (P.T.A.P.)  Dil.  Vaccine 

864 

48 

Per.  Proph.  (H.A.P.A.) 

160 

23 

Triple  Antigen  used  for  infants  is  in  regular  demand  ;  on  the  other  hand  there  is  evidence 
that  the  essential  boost  dose  of  the  Combined  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  Toxoids  (C.D.T.)  is  not 
provided  as  a  routine  for  children  entering  school.  Only  86,018  doses  of  C.D.T.  were  issued  in 
1964-65. 

The  demand  for  vaccination  against  smallpox  has  not  increased  in  spite  of  warnings  from 
the  World  Health  Organization.  An  innovation  during  1964  was  the  vaccination  or  re-vaccination 
of  the  staff  of  the  General  Health  Branch  of  the  Department. 

The  Commission  agreed  to  a  trial  immunization  campaign  using  disposable  syringes  and 
needles.  The  District  Health  Officer  attended  the  trial  session  and  reported  that  the  technique  did 
not  save  time  and  that  a  change  in  the  Commission’s  policy  was  not  indicated.  However,  it  is 
proposed  to  conduct  further  tests  at  selected  small  clinics  in  country  areas. 


MICROBIOLOGICAL  DIAGNOSTIC  UNIT. 

University  of  Melbourne. 

As  foreshadowed  in  the  previous  year’s  report,  the  appointment  of  graduate  and  technical 
staff  to  vacancies  in  the  Unit  has  overcome  the  earlier  difficulties  in  maintaining  a  satisfactory 
routine  diagnostic  service.  In  addition,  it  has  been  possible  to  expand  the  scope  of  investigations 
in  several  fields. 


10 


The  appended  table  provides  details  of  the  number  of  examinations  carried  out  by  the  Unit 
over  the  past  year  ;  figures  for  the  previous  two  years  are  shown  for  comparison.  The  upward  trend 
in  the  total  number  of  examinations  has  continued  though  in  some  areas  minor  reductions  in 
examinations  were  recorded  ;  these  are  not  considered  significant,  however,  and  do  not  reflect  any 
change  in  emphasis  of  the  problems  of  transmissible  disease  in  the  community. 

A  subtle  change  in  the  nature  of  examinations  has  occurred  and  is  not  immediately  obvious 
from  the  recorded  figures.  Thus,  marked  increases  in  the  number  of  food  examinations  have 
occurred  while  there  has  been  a  significant  reduction  in  the  number  of  specimens  submitted  by 
general  practitioners  and  which  were  not  covered  by  the  free  service.  The  following  facets  of  the 
year’s  work  are  worthy  of  special  comment  : — 

(1)  Enteric  Infections. 

Typhoid  infection  has  continued  to  be  of  minor  importance,  reflecting,  perhaps,  the  relatively 
high  standards  of  hygiene  in  the  Victorian  community.  Nevertheless,  as  was  shown  this  year, 
with  the  occurrence  of  a  typhoid  case,  a  hitherto  unsuspected  carrier  of  the  organism  is  usually 
detected.  An  analysis  of  the  results  of  Vi  antibody  tests  using  the  haemagglutination  method 
carried  out  in  the  laboratory  over  a  period  of  five  years  has  revealed  that  in  the  normal  population 
a  false  reactor  rate  of  some  8  per  cent,  might  be  expected.  Contrary  to  some  published 
opinions,  the  results  of  this  survey  have  shown  this  test  to  be  a  useful  aid  to  carrier  detection 
providing  adequate  attention  is  given  to  antibody  levels  and  fluctuations  in  these  levels  when 
interpreting  results. 

A  total  of  300  Salmonella  strains  were  isolated  or  identified  during  the  year.  In  contrast 
to  normal  findings,  Sal.  typhi-murium  comprised  only  41  per  cent,  of  the  strains  ;  a  further  27  per 
cent,  of  the  strains  were  identified  as  Sal.  virchow,  an  organism  not  previously  found  in  this 
community.  The  majority  of  these  organisms  were  isolated  from  patients  and  staff  in  two 
metropolitan  hospitals. 

Following  reports  from  Adelaide,  a  number  of  samples  of  kangaroo  meat  were  examined 
for  Salmonellae.  These  were  found  to  be  heavily  infected.  However,  the  species  isolated  are 
rarely  found  in  human  infections. 

Though  the  Unit  has  isolated  only  50  Shigella  strains  this  year,  it  does  not  necessarily  suggest 
a  decline  of  these  infections  in  the  community.  Many  laboratories  now  identify  their  own  isolates 
and  it  is  now  impossible  to  maintain  a  reasonably  accurate  record  of  the  situation  in  this  State. 
By  far  the  majority  of  the  isolates  in  this  laboratory  were  from  patients  at  the  Kew  Children’s 
Cottages  ;  many  of  these  strains  have  been  found  to  be  resistant  to  most  antibiotic  and 
chemotherapeutic  drugs. 

(2)  Diphtheria. 

Though  by  no  means  as  common  as  in  1963,  the  number  of  C.diphtheriae  strains  isolated 
from  incubating  cases  or  carriers  was  much  higher  than  normally  expected.  Of  the  40  isolations, 
50  per  cent,  were  of  the  antigenic  type  Gravis  Nadjarian  ;  in  contrast  to  the  previous  year  a  number 
of  other  antigenic  types,  including  Gravis  II.  and  Mitis  McLean  were  identified.  The  reappearance 
of  these  types  after  many  years  is  of  particular  interest.  The  nature  of  the  antigenic  and  biochemical 
changes  which  have  been  noted  in  our  recent  isolates  and  the  possible  influence  of  lysogenic 
bacteriophage  in  these  variations  is  currently  being  investigated  as  a  special  research  project  by  one 
member  of  the  staff. 

Food  Microbiology. 

Partly  as  a  result  of  the  interest  of  the  Department’s  Medical  Officers,  a  large  number  of 
foodstuffs  have  been  examined  during  the  year.  Rather  than  designing  tests  solely  to  detect 
potential  food  poisoning  micro-organisms,  the  tests  have  included  quantitative  estimations  of 
bacterial  numbers  in  these  foods.  In  addition,  the  various  species  of  bacteria  isolated  have  been 
identified  completely.  The  latter  procedures  have  been  adopted  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  some 
definite  information  of  the  bacterial  flora  and  content  of  a  range  of  different  foods,  which,  as  a 
result  of  their  origin  or  preparation  may  be  subject  to  contamination.  This  type  of  information,  if 
sufficiently  detailed,  may  well  serve  as  a  useful  base-line  for  defining  the  quality  of  the  food  and  its 
suitability  for  human  consumption,  should  it  be  eventually  found  desirable  to  implement  some  form 
of  bacteriological  control.  It  is  hoped  to  extend  these  investigations  in  the  forthcoming  year. 
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Annual  Examinations. 


A  Comparison  of  Numbers  for  the  Years,  1962-64. 


Examination. 

1962. 

1963. 

1964. 

1.  Upper  Respiratory  Tract  Infection — 

{a)  Diphtheria  (culture) 

2,987 

3,408 

3,601 

{b)  Haemolytic  Streptococci 

(i)  Cultures 

3,604 

3,622 

4,302 

(ii)  Groupings  . . 

498 

440 

706 

(iii)  Anti-Streptolysin  Titre 

825 

794 

947 

(c)  Vincent’s  Infection  (smear) 

3 

7 

6 

2.  Enteric  Infection  (Salmonella  and  Shigella)— 

(i)  Cultures 

2,910 

2,843 

2,579 

(ii)  Identifications 

394 

618 

702 

(iii)  Widal  Agglutinations 

424 

609 

348 

3.  Serological  Investigations — 

{a)  Brucella 

2,305 

1,218 

916 

(b)  Glandular  Fever 

345 

236 

181 

(c)  Leptospirosis 

150 

194 

208 

{d)  Typhus  Fever 

60 

50 

44 

{e)  Miscellaneous 

26 

91 

32 

4.  Gonorrhoeal  and  related  infections — 

{a)  Gonorrhoea— 

(i)  Smear 

623 

617 

593 

(ii)  Culture 

2,053 

2,549 

2,464 

{b)  Trichomonas  and  Moniliasis  (smear) 

16 

13 

16 

5.  General  Bacteriological  Examinations  including  endogenous  infections,  food 
poisoning,  out-breaks,  microbiological  examination  of  food,  milk,  &c. — 

(i)  Cultures 

758 

970 

790 

(ii)  Drug  Sensitivities 

2,494 

3,958 

5,355 

6.  Water  Examinations 

278 

327 

305 

7.  Medical  Mycology  (Microscopic  and  Culture) 

238 

98 

116 

Totals 

20,991 

22,662 

24,211 

CHEMICAL  LABORATORY. 

During  the  year,  2,000  samples  of  food  and  other  substances  of  public  health  significance 
were  examined  in  the  laboratory.  Of  this  number,  1,425  were  submitted  under  the  Health  Act  ; 
13  per  cent,  of  these  failed  to  comply  with  the  regulations,  as  compared  with  9  per  cent,  in  1963-64 
and  11  per  cent,  in  1962-63. 

In  addition  to  routine  analysis,  a  considerable  time  must  be  spent  annually  in  development 
of  methods  of  investigation  of  special  problems,  while  an  increasing  number  of  inquiries — over  300 
in  the  current  year — on  the  regulatory  aspect  of  food  science  and  technology  are  directed  to  senior 
officers  in  the  laboratory. 

The  most  significant  aspects  of  the  year’s  work  are  summarized  below. 


Meat  and  Meat  Products. 

The  position  has  remained  fairly  static,  but  there  has  been  a  noticeable  increase  in  the 
proportion  of  sausages,  sausage  meat  and  chopped  meats  not  complying  with  requirements.  The 
table  below  gives  details. 


Number 

Number  not 

Percentage  not  complying  in — 

submitted. 

complying. 

1964-65. 

1963-64. 

1962-63. 

Meat — 

Fresh 

187 

20 

11 

6 

12 

Chopped 

226 

29 

13 

14 

22 

Manufactured 

56 

1 

2 

3 

5 

Canned 

4 

Nil 

0 

25 

0 

Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat 

413 

74 

18 

11 

12 

Tripe 

28 

16 

57 

55 

45 

Meat  Pies 

21 

5 

25 

29 

20 

12 


Dairy  Products  (1963-64  figures  in  parenthesis). 


— 

Number  submitted. 

Number  not  complying 
with  regulations. 

Milk— 

Fresh 

289  (331) 

Nil  (11) 

Powdered 

2  (1) 

1  (Nil) 

Cream 

Nil  (18) 

NU  (1) 

Butter 

31  (31) 

1  (1) 

Cheese 

14  (26) 

Nd  (4) 

Ice  Cream 

6  (9) 

Nil  (1) 

The  sample  of  powdered  milk  contravened  the  regulations  in  that  the  directions  supplied 
for  reconstitution,  if  followed,  resulted  in  a  product  which  did  not  meet  the  standard  for  normal 
milk. 


Products  in  this  group  in  general  show  a  great  improvement  in  quality.  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  of  the  milk  samples  (not  listed  above)  submitted  by  inspectors  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  an  appreciable  proportion  contained  added  water. 

Pesticide  Residues. 

Residue  analyses  are  being  organized  by  the  laboratory  on  a  programme  basis  and  the  present 
activity  is  being  concentrated  on  organophosphorus  compounds  in  fresh  fruit  and  vegetables, 
although  a  number  of  arsenic  and  mercury  determinations  have  also  been  carried  out. 

While  the  chemist  engaged  on  this  project  has  been  helped  considerably  by  other  chemists 
similarly  occupied  in  the  Agricultural  Section  of  the  State  laboratories  and  in  outside  laboratories, 
and  has  attended  an  Australian-wide  conference  in  Melbourne  on  residue  analysis,  it  has  been  found 
necessary,  because  of  the  residue  problems  peculiar  to  public  health  work  in  connexion  with 
regulations,  to  investigate  procedures  (particularly  screening  methods)  not  hitherto  carried  out  in 
this  country.  Alterations  to  the  laboratory  and  supply  of  special  equipment  have  also  been 
necessary. 


The  only  adulteration  so  far  detected  has  been  excess  arsenic  in  four  samples  of  apples,  in 
proportions  of  8 . 0,  5 . 5,  3 . 2  and  3 . 2  parts  per  million,  the  prescribed  limit  being  1 . 5  p.p.m.  Other 
examinations  showing  residues  being  the  statutory  limits,  have  been  made  as  follows  — 


— 

Number  of  samples. 

Residue  for  which  examined. 

Apples 

25 

Arsenic 

Pears 

10 

Arsenic 

Plums 

6 

Arsenic 

Apples 

6 

Mercury 

Pears 

2 

Mercury 

Cabbage 

2 

Mercury 

Strawberries  . . 

6 

Organophosphorus 

compounds 

Brussels  Sprouts 

11 

Organophosphorus 

compounds 

The  co-operation  of  pesticide  manufacturers  and  formulators  in  obtaining  analytical  grade 
samples,  in  many  cases  from  overseas,  of  various  pesticide  compounds  is  appreciatively  recorded. 
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Foreign  Substances  in  Food. 

A  large  number  of  cases  of  food  contamination  continue  to  arise.  While  some  of  these 
are  not  particularly  important  as  health  hazards,  the  position  is  sufficiently  serious  to  suggest  that 
stricter  control  is  necessary  at  the  factory  level,  particularly  when  returnable  containers  are  being 
used.  Cases  of  adulteration  reported  to  the  laboratory  were  as  follows  : 


Food. 

Contaminating  Material. 

Soft  drink 

Solidified  drying  oil 

Iron  and  zinc  powder 

Mould 

Mould,  vegetable  matter  and  yeast  cells 

Fat  and  vegetable  matter 

Sand 

Off-flavour  from  rubber  washer 

Off-flavour  from  mineral  turpentine 

Beer  . . 

Gelatinized  wheat  starch 

SoUdified  drying  oil 

Olive  oil 

Milk  . . 

Charcoal  particles  and  vegetable  matter 

Bread  . . 

Rodent  faeces 

Jute  fibres 

Grease  smears  (two  samples) 

Pineapple  juice  . . 

Mould  and  vegetable  fibres 

Dried  figs 

Mould 

Dried  curry  and  rice 

Soil  particles 

Salted  peanuts  . . 

Glass  fragments 

Butter  . . 

Mould 

Ice  cream 

Salt  from  leak  in  cooling  brine  system 

Hazelnut  wafer 

Steel  fragment 

Crumpet 

Mould 

Lead  in  Toys,  &c. 

Several  imported  toys  tested  have  shown  lead  contents  in  excess  of  that  permitted  by  the 
Poisonous  Substances  Regulations.  Those  concerned  were  a  “  doctor’s  set  ”,  a  toy  dog,  a  plastic 
teaset,  a  toy  train  and  a  baby’s  rattle.  In  addition,  metal  beads  in  use  for  clamping  name  tags 
on  newborn  infants’  wrists  were  found  to  consist  of  lead. 


Fluoride  Survey. 

The  fluoride  content  of  water  in  eight  storage  reservoirs  and  29  service  reservoirs  serving  the 
metropolitan  area  was  determined.  All  samples  showed  0.2  parts  per  million  or  less,  well  below 
the  level  of  one  part  per  million  recommended  by  dental  authorities. 


Miscellaneous. 

A  sample  of  imported  canned  fish  contained  136  parts  per  million  of  formaldehyde,  a 
prohibited  preservative. 

Excess  preservative  (sulphur  dioxide)  was  detected  in  pickled  onions. 

Wooden  tubs  on  sale  in  city  shops  were  contaminated  with  considerable  quantities  of  arsenic 
which  they  had  previously  contained. 

Nine  cake  samples  sold  as  “  cream  cake  ”  were  found  to  contain  imitation  cream. 

An  investigation  of  the  glazing  of  coffee  beans  with  oil  was  made.  As  a  result,  the  Food 
Standards  Committee  has  limited  the  surface  oil  on  coffee,  including  that  naturally  present,  to 
1.5  per  cent.,  and  has  required  declaration  of  added  oil. 

A  preservative  solution  being  sold  to  butchers  gave  a  proportion  of  preservative  in  excess 
of  the  prescribed  limit  when  used  as  recommended. 

Two  non-permitted  dyestuffs,  Rhodamine  B  and  Soluble  Blue,  were  found  to  be  in  use  in 
food  factories. 


FOOD  STANDARDS  COMMITTEE. 

The  Food  Standards  Committee  held  four  meetings  during  the  past  year,  one  of  which  was  a 
special  meeting  dealing  with  the  use  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  sausage  meat.  At  this  meeting  the 
Committee  received  a  deputation  from  the  Meat  and  Allied  Trades  Federation  but  resolved  not 
to  alter  its  previous  decision  concerning  the  use  of  sulphur  dioxide. 
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Uniform  draft  standards,  formulated  by  the  Commonwealth  Food  Standards  Committee  and 
recommended  for  adoption  by  all  States  by  the  National  Health  and  Medical  Research  Council 
were  approved  for  cheese,  soft  drinks,  dietetic  foods,  confectionery,  pickles  and  coconut,  and  these 
will  be  promulgated  shortly.  A  new  uniform  draft  standard  for  Type  Size  in  Labelling  was  also 
approved.  This  provides  that  where  particular  wording  is  to  appear  in  the  label,  such  wording 
shall  be  in  letters  of  so  many  thirty-seconds  of  an  inch  instead  of  so  many  points  as  was  required 
previously. 

A  Consolidation  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Standards  Regulations  is  at  present  in  the  course  of 
preparation. 

PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE. 

Since  the  Proprietary  Medicines  legislation  came  into  operation  in  February,  1948,  14,794 
applications  for  registration  have  been  received,  670  since  the  last  report.  Of  these  latter,  489  were 
granted  registration  and  of  the  total  number  12,148  have  now  been  registered. 

Supplementary  registers  containing  649  additions  were  published  in  the  months  of  November 
and  June. 

During  the  past  year  28  meetings  have  been  held  which  has  made  it  possible  for  the  Committee 
to  deal  expeditiously  with  all  applications. 

POISONS  DIVISION. 

.  The  transfer  of  poisons  administration  from  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria  to  the 
Department  of  Health  was  completed  during  the  year. 

The  Poisons  Act  1962  continued  many  of  the  provisions  of  the  old  Act,  but  the  licensing 
system  was  extended  in  three  ways 

(1)  Annual  licences  were  introduced  for  manufacturers  and  wholesalers  of  all  scheduled 

poisons. 

(2)  Annual  permits  were  introduced  to  control  the  wholesale  purchasing  by  industry  of 

all  scheduled  poisons. 

(3)  The  purchasing  of  scheduled  poisons  by  educational  and  research  organizations 

was  made  subject  to  possession  of  a  permit. 

Approximately  6,400  licences  (in  nine  different  categories)  were  issued  or  renewed  during  the 
period  under  review.  They  are  all  renewable  annually  except  the  educational  and  research  permits. 

Forty-three  amendments  were  made  to  the  Schedules  to  the  Poisons  Act.  These  amendments 
were  effected  by  Proclamation  and  were  directed  principally  at  furthering  uniformity  with  other 
States  of  the  Commonwealth  having  similar  legislation. 

The  completely  new  pattern  for  labelling  poisons  (required  by  regulations  introduced  in  the 
previous  year)  is  gradually  being  adopted  by  manufacturers  and  many  products  now  comply  with 
the  new  requirements. 

Special  regulations  were  introduced  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  refrigerators  operated  by  methyl 
chloride.  The  regulations  also  require  the  installation  of  an  exhaust  fan  or  some  other  form  of 
ventilation  in  cellars  where  there  are  existing  refrigerators  operating  by  methyl  chloride.  Servicing 
existing  refrigerators  by  the  addition  of  methyl  chloride  is  prohibited  from  the  1st  January,  1970. 

With  regard  to  drug  control  the  Division  has  continued  to  maintain  a  very  close  liaison  with 
the  Customs  Department  and  the  Drug  Bureau  of  the  Police  Department. 

POISONS  INFORMATION  CENTRE. 

During  1964,  2,247  inquiries  were  received  during  office  hours.  This  represents  an  average  of 
nine  calls  per  day  and  an  increase  of  18.3  per  cent,  over  the  total  for  1963.  A  record  of  26  calls  in 
a  single  day  was  established  on  13th  October,  1964. 

Two  other  records — 238  in  a  month  (October)  and  the  highest  daily  average  during  a  month 
(11.3  per  day  in  November) — ^were  set  but  both  have  already  been  broken,  as  270  calls,  at  an  average 
of  12.3  calls  per  working  day  were  recorded  in  March,  1965. 

From  the  13th  August,  1962,  to  the  end  of  that  year,  627  calls  were  received.  The  number 
for  the  corresponding  period  in  1964  was  970,  representing  an  increase  of  54.7  per  cent,  in  two  years. 
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Seven  hundred  and  twenty-one  inquiries  from  doctors  were  recorded,  including  several 
from  interstate,  one  from  Queensland,  and  over  a  hundred  from  other  centres  outside  Melbourne  ; 
and  a  further  373  came  from  nursing  sisters,  pharmacists  and  others  associated  with  the  medical 
profession,  so  that  “  professional  calls  ”  amounted  to  48 . 7per  cent,  of  the  total  for  the  year,  compared 
with  47.2  per  cent,  during  1963. 

The  total  of  1,094  professional  inquiries  compared  with  897  during  1963  is  an  increaseof  21 .8 
per  cent.,  whereas  the  number  of  calls  from  the  general  public  increased  by  only  15  per  cent.  This 
indicates  that  more  members  of  the  medical  profession  are  making  use  of  the  Centre  to  obtain 
information  in  regard  to  hazardous  or  poisonous  substances,  and  in  this  way  the  Centre  is  fulfilling 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  estabhshed.  A  large  number  of  inquiries  are  made  by  the  public  and 
in  these  instances  they  are  advised  of  first  aid  measures  and  recommended  to  see  their  private  medical 
attendants. 

Perhaps  the  most  extraordinary  inquiry  received  during  the  period  under  review  was  one 
cabled  from  England  and  relayed  through  the  Head  Office,  in  Melbourne,  of  a  firm  with  international 
affiliations. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  number  of  municipalities  granted  subsidies  towards  the  cost  of  conducting  Home  Help 
Services  has  changed  very  little  during  the  last  twelve  months.  Services  are  now  established 
throughout  the  metropolitan  area  and  in  most  of  the  provincial  cities,  towns  and  the  more  heavily 
populated  shires  throughout  the  State. 

The  total  number  of  municipalities  now  granted  subsidies  to  operate  services  is  148  and  of 
these  124  are  at  present  functioning. 

The  number  of  cases  assisted  continued  to  increase  by  over  500  each  quarter.  During 
the  first  six  months  of  this  financial  year  a  total  of  8,962  cases  received  assistance.  This  year  the 
percentage  of  young  families  was  slightly  lower  at  50  per  cent,  although  the  actual  number  assisted 
was  higher.  This  percentage  drop  is  due  to  the  large  number  of  elderly  becoming  aware  of  the 
service  and  the  need  to  continue  the  hourly  service  to  the  aged  and  chronic  invalids  for  long  periods. 

Details  regarding  the  Home  Help  Services  are  as  follows  : — 

Total  number  of  councils  granted  subsidies  to  operate  Home  Help 

Services  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  148 

Number  of  services  operating  . .  . .  . .  . .  124 

Home  Helps  engaged — 324  full  time  1 

529  part  time  > 

577  hourly  J  ..  ..  ..  1,430 

Total  number  of  householders  assisted  during  the  first  six  months  of 

the  financial  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8,962 

A  further  161  householders  applied  to  councils  operating  services  for  assistance  but  insufficient 
help  was  available  to  meet  their  need.  This  figure  is  below  the  number  not  assisted  last  year 
indicating  that  councils  are  finding  it  easier  to  obtain  staff. 

The  total  cost  to  the  Government  for  the  twelve  months  period  was  £324,290. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  subsidy  available  to  councils  towards  the  cost  of  conducting 
the  service.  The  subsidy  remains  at  four-fifths  of  the  net  cost  to  the  council  (excluding  administrative 
costs)  up  to  ceiling  wages  for  subsidy  purposes.  In  addition  £50  per  annum  is  paid  to  a  council 
towards  the  cost  of  administration. 

ELDERLY  CITIZENS’  CLUBS. 

During  the  last  twelve  months  five  new  Elderly  Citizens’  Clubs  were  granted  subsidies,  whilst 
a  number  of  clubs  which  had  already  received  financial  assistance,  received  further  grants  through 
their  councils,  either  towards  the  cost  of  extensions  and  alterations  or  towards  maintenance  costs. 

One  club  has  been  closed  down  in  the  metropolitan  area  as  the  council  wished  to  use  the 
rooms  for  a  library.  The  Capital  Grant  received  by  the  council  towards  the  cost  of  establishing 
this  club  has  now  been  refunded  to  the  Department.  This  club  did  not  have  a  very  large 
membership  and  the  council  considered  that  the  members  could  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities 
provided  at  other  clubrooms  not  too  distant  from  the  premises  taken  over. 
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The  subsidies  granted  during  the  last  twelve  months  period 

were  as  follows  : — 

Capital  Grants  (25) — 

For  new  clubs 

5 

Additional  capital  grants 

18 

For  clubs  already  receiving  maintenance  subsidies 

2 

Maintenance  Subsidies  (6) — 

For  new  clubs 

1 

For  clubs  granted  a  capital  subsidy 

4 

For  clubs  granted  a  maintenance  subsidy 

1 

Total  number  of  Clubs  now  granted  subsidies  (121) — 

Capital  and  /or  maintenance  subsidies 

121 

Capital  and  maintenance  subsidies 

81 

Capital  subsidy  only 

33 

Maintenance  subsidy  only 

7 

Capital  subsidies  approved 

114 

Maintenance  subsidy  approved  . . 

88 

The  capital  expended  for  the  twelve  months  period 

..  £64,978 

Capital  commitments  at  end  of  year 

..  £59,447 

Maintenance  expenditure  for  twelve  months  period 

..  £40,246 

Total  cost  to  Government  for  twelve  months  period  . . 

. .  £105,225 

During  the  last  twelve  months  seventeen  clubs  moved  into  premises  established  by  their 
councils  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  elderly.  There  are  another  nine  Elderly  Citizens’  Clubrooms 
under  construction  most  of  which  will  be  completed  shortly.  The  total  number  of  clubs  now 
operating  in  premises  built  or  remodelled  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  elderly  is  101. 

The  activities  of  clubs  continue  to  extend  and  each  year  there  is  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  number  of  elderly  citizens  benefiting  from  them.  Most  of  the  subsidized  Elderly  Citizens’ 
Clubs  operate  a  social  club  and  the  overall  membership  is  estimated  at  over  21,000  elderly  persons. 
However,  there  are  many  more  elderly  people  not  members  of  social  clubs  deriving  benefits  from 
Elderly  Citizens’  Clubs.  These  are  generally  persons  who  are  housebound  through  incapacity  or 
infirmity  and  receive  such  services  as  hot  meals,  chiropody,  home  visiting  and  handicraft  classes. 

The  present  position  regarding  the  health  giving  services  conducted  at  clubs  is  as  follows  : — 

Meal  Services — 

Clubs  providing  hot  meals 

40 

Average  number  of  meals  provided  weekly — 

«  QAr\  ^  club  ..  ..  ..  .. 

\on  wheels . 

4,000 

3,800 

Clubs  serving  meals  at  clubrooms  and  conducting  meals-on-wheels  17 

Clubs  providing  meals  at  clubrooms  only 

7 

Clubs  conducting  meals-on-wheels  only  . . 

16 

Chiropody  Services — 

Clubs  conducting  chiropody  services 

28 

Average  number  of  persons  treated  per  month 

724 

Handicraft  Classes — 

Clubs  conducting  handicraft  classes 


•  • 
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INDUSTRIAL  HYGIENE  DIVISION. 

Medical  Examinations  of  Patients. 

During  the  year  84  patients  were  examined  medically,  for  evidence  of  excessive  exposure  to 
various  substances. 

These  were  categorized  as  follows 


— 

Suspected  Exposure. 

Established  poison¬ 
ing  Disease  or 
Disability. 

Lead 

20 

5 

Mercury 

2 

0 

Vanadium 

2 

0 

Arsenic 

T 

0 

Chromium 

1 

1 

Hydrofluoric  Acid 

1 

0 

Pesticides 

10 

1 

Solvents 

10 

0 

Brass  Dermatosis 

1 

1 

Unknown 

2 

0 

Industrial  Dusts 

33 

10 

84 

20 

The  33  patients  examined  for  respiratory  disease  (industrial  dusts)  were  further  subclassified 


as  follows  : — 

Emphysema  and/or  Chronic  Bronchitis  ..  ..  ..  ..15 

Bronchial  Asthma  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  I 

Acute  Bronchitis  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Silicosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Asbestosis  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Scoliosis  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  1 

Scheuermann’s  Disease  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Anxiety  Reaction  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Unknown  Etiology  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


Arsenic. 

Sixteen  persons  were  tested  for  suspected  arsenical  poisoning.  This  involved  22  analytical 
determinations  (six  on  hair,  three  on  nails  and  thirteen  on  urine). 

One  case  of  poisoning,  not  occupational  in  origin,  was  detected. 

Other  Atmospheric  Contaminants. 

An  investigation  into  the  health  hazard  in  an  explosive  manufacturing  plant  from  the  handling 
of  a  mixture  of  ethylene  glycol  dinitrate  and  nitroglycerine  was  conducted  and  this  involved  the 
determination  of  27  atmospheric  concentrations  and  ten  skin  absorption  tests. 

Excessive  atmospheric  concentrations  of  both  substances  were  found  in  the  mixing  plants  and 
an  additional  hazard  of  skin  absorption  of  these  substances  was  revealed. 

Recommendations  to  reduce  the  atmospheric  concentrations  by  improved  ventilation  and  ou 
precautions  to  reduce  the  hazard  of  skin  absorption  will  be  made. 

The  following  fists  the  total  number  of  atmospheric  determinations  for  vapours  other  than 
solvent  vapours  : — 

Nitroglycerine  and  Ethylene  glycol  dinitrate  . .  . .  . .  27 

Styrene  monomer  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Toluene  diisocyanate  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Scientific  Activities. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  laboratory  chemical  and  biochemical  analyses,  the  scientific  staff 
has  engaged  in  various  scientific  pursuits  designed  to  improve  and  facilitate  the  field  work  of  the 
Division. 

9257/65—2. 
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A  fundamental  achievement  with  respect  to  the  calibration  of  field  (and  laboratory)  testing 
procedures  has  been  the  construction  of  an  apparatus  to  produce  known  concentrations  of  gases 
or  vapours  in  cylinders  of  compressed  air  or  nitrogen.  The  apparatus  can  be  used  for  most  gases 
and  vapours  but  so  far  has  been  used  only  for  the  production  of  known  concentrations  of  methyl 
bromide  and  also  nitrogen  dioxide. 

The  known  concentrations  of  methyl  bromide  have  enabled  the  Division  to  construct 
an  apparatus  for  the  field  testing  of  Halide-Lamps,  which  are  used  by  several  sections  of  industry 
to  indicate  that  working  environment  is  safe  with  respect  to  methyl  bromide  concentrations.  Several 
types  of  detector  tubes  for  methyl  bromide  estimation  were  checked  using  this  known  concentration 
of  methyl  bromide.  The  nitrogen-dioxide  concentration  will  be  used  for  calibration  purposes 
associated  with  the  work  related  to  the  emission  of  nitrous  fumes  from  internal  combustion  engines. 

Investigations  were  also  undertaken  by  the  scientific  staff  on  the  question  of  the  most  suitable 
type  of  protective  equipment  for  welders  operating  in  semi-confined  spaces.  Considerations  were 
given  to  the  design  of  the  air  supply  to  the  welding  helmet  and  a  considerable  advance  was  achieved 
in  this  direction. 

With  respect  to  the  analysis  of  respirable  dust  for  silica  content,  an  apparatus  was  designed 
and  constructed  to  permit  a  particle  size  separation  of  the  dust  by  a  sedimentation  method.  This 
will  enable  a  more  fundamental  assessment  of  the  silica  exposure  of  the  worker. 

Benzene  and  Other  Solvents. 

In  October,  1964,  an  investigation  was  made  into  the  possible  health  hazard  from  the  use 
of  benzene  for  the  fumigation  of  tobacco  seedbeds  in  the  Myrtleford — Bright — Ovens  River 
tobacco-growing  area. 

The  investigation  covered  six  farms  and  involved  the  determination  of  eighteen  atmospheric 
benzene  concentrations. 

Atmospheric  concentrations  are  high,  as  44  parts  per  million  were  recorded  over  periods 
of  about  two  hours  per  week. 

In  view  of  the  short  exposure  period,  these  concentrations  are  almost  certainly  within  safe 
limits.  Nevertheless  by  certain  simple  changes  in  technique  it  should  be  possible  to  considerably 
reduce  the  exposure. 

These  changes  in  the  technique  have  been  referred  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
it  is  expected  that  they  will  be  Incorporated  into  the  official  recommendations  made  by  that 
Department  to  the  tobacco  growers. 

No  cases  of  benzene  poisoning  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Division  during  the  year. 

Excessive  atmospheric  concentrations  of  solvents  other  than  benzene  were  found  in  six 
factories  and  improvement  followed  the  installation  of  recommended  improvements  in  ventilation. 

Twelve  bulk  samples  of  industrial  substances  were  analyzed  to  determine  whether  they  came 
within  the  scope  of  the  Benzene  Regulations  by  having  a  content  of  benzene  in  excess  of  5  per  cent. 
In  no  case  was  this  content  of  benzene  found  to  be  exceeded. 

A  new  solvent,  2-nitropropane,  has  recently  appeared  in  industry  as  a  solvent  for  special 
types  of  printing  inks. 

A  new  micromethod  for  the  determination  of  atmospheric  concentrations  of  this  substance 
has  been  developed  and  will  be  used  to  assess  the  hazard  presented  by  its  use. 

The  following  lists  the  total  number  of  atmospheric  determinations  for  various  solvent  vapours : — 


Benzene  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  35 

Toluene  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  10 

Trichloroethylene  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Methanol  . .  . .  . .  . ,  . .  . .  . .  4 

Methylene  Chloride  . .  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Nitropropane  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Solvent  mixtures  . .  . .  . ,  . .  . .  ..15 
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Pesticides. — Organic  Phosphates. 

The  number  of  Blood  Cholinesterase  determinations  carried  out  over  the  past  year  has  shown 
a  marked  increase  as  compared  with  previous  years  as  the  following  table  shows 


1962-63. 

1963-64. 

1964-65. 

Number  of  chlorinesterase  tests 

147 

192 

296 

Number  of  organic  phosphate  poisonings  detected 

3 

2 

4 

This  increase  would  be  partly  due  to  a  survey  conducted  in  the  Silvan  berry  growing  district. 
During  this  survey  (conducted  in  January  and  February),  87  persons  in  all  were  tested.  One  case 
of  organic  phosphate  poisoning  was  detected. 

Mercury. 

The  request  for  mercury  estimations  on  biological  specimens  also  increased  greatly. 
Estimations  of  mercury  levels  in  plasma  and  peritoneal  washings  as  well  as  urine  can  now  be  carried 
out. 


In  all  40  mercury  estimations  were  carried  out  over  the  year.  This  compares  with  sixteen 
in  1962-63  and  twelve  in  1963-64. 

This  number  was  made  up  of  31  mercury  estimations  in  urine,  five  in  plasma  and  four  in 
peritoneal  washings.  One  mercury  poisoning  case  was  found.  This  was  not  due  to  industrial  exposure. 

No  mercury  in  air  estimations  were  carried  out.  However,  the  Division  has  recently  acquired 
access  to  a  mercury  vapour  detector  and  it  is  expected  that  this  will  allow  the  monitoring  of  mercury 
in  air  concentrations  in  many  situations  in  the  coming  year. 

X-ray  Survey  for  Pneumoconiosis. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-two  persons  were  X-rayed,  using  large  films  17  x  14  in  a  search  for 
pneumoconiosis. 

Seventy-eight  of  the  persons  examined  were  miners  from  the  State  Coal  Mine,  Wonthaggi, 
and  no  further  cases  of  silicosis  were  revealed. 

This  completes  the  survey  of  the  working  population  of  the  mine,  together  with  one  or  two 
other  men  who  had  had  suspected  exposure  to  siliceous  dusts. 

Over  the  past  two  years  a  total  of  169  miners  have  been  X-rayed,  revealing  four  cases  of 
silicosis.  It  is  doubtful  if  these  confirmed  cases  originated  at  the  present  site  of  mining  at  Wonthaggi, 
each  man  having  a  history  of  mining  overseas. 

Other  suspected  cases^ — ^four  in  all — will  be  followed  up  yearly. 

The  remaining  94,  referred  from  both  the  medical  profession  and  industry  in  general,  were 


categorized  as  follows  : — 

X-rays  within  normal  limits  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  75 

Silicosis  . .  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Possible  Silicosis  . ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Asbestosis  , .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Siderosis  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Radiological  nodulation  of  unknown  cause  . .  . .  . .  1 


Radiation. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  to  various  sections  of  the  community  with  respect  to  the 
possession  and  use  of  irradiating  apparatus  and  radio  active  substances  under  the  Irradiating 
Apparatus  and  Radio-Active  Substances  Regulations  for  this  period  is  as  follows  : — 

Medical  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  334 

Dental  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  320 

Industrial  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ..113 

Educational  and  Research  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  41 

Government  Bodies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  48 

Chiropractors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  50 
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Per  medium  of  the  Commonwealth  X-ray  and  Radium  Laboratories,  the  Division  now 
regularly  receives  the  film  badge  reports  from  some  170  installations  where  workers  are  exposed 
to  ionizing  radiation.  The  average  weekly  radiation  dose  received  by  these  workers  is  shown  to 
be  far  less  than  the  maximum  permissible  dose. 

Approval  was  granted  for  the  transport  of  large  shipments  of  radio  active  material  on  three 
occasions.  At  present,  four  installations  exist  in  Victoria  where  very  large  amounts  of  radio  active 
materials  are  used  (viz..  Cancer  Institute,  Westminster  Carpets,  Melbourne  University  and 
l.C.I.A.N.Z.  Research  Laboratory). 

The  demand  for  gamma  and  X-ray  radiography  in  industry  continues  to  increase,  stimulated 
by  the  large  construction  projects  (B.P.  Refinery,  Crib  Point  ;  Hazelwood  Power  Station  ;  Oil 
pipe  lines,  &c.)  being  undertaken  at  this  time.  The  range  of  source  handling  equipment  being 
used  by  industrial  radiographers  is  now  very  extensive,  the  trend  in  this  equipment  being  towards 
the  use  of  remote  control  or  camera-type  devices  rather  than  the  previously  conventional  handling- 
rod  technique.  Since  the  source  strengths  used  in  this  particular  field  are  high  and  the 
circumstances  of  use  varies  widely,  strict  supervision  is  required  to  ensure  that  satisfactory 
standards  are  maintained. 

During  the  year,  isotopes  in  sealed  capsules  were  used  on  two  occasions  to  aid  in  the  location 
of  devices  being  sent  through  underground  pipe  lines.  Indications  are  that  this  technique,  using 
radio  active  isotopes,  will  prove  a  useful  tool  for  industry  in  the  future.  Experiments  with  tracer 
isotopes  to  detect  leaks  in  pipe  lines  and  reaction  vessels  were  carried  out  by  the  Royal  Melbourne 
Institute  of  Technology. 

An  unusual  incident  occurred  with  remote  control  equipment  involving  the  detachment  of  a 
Cobalt  source  from  its  source  holder.  The  fault  was  traced  to  worn  components  of  the  mechanism 
designed  to  lock  the  source  to  the  source  holder.  The  doses  received  by  the  operators  as  a  result 
of  the  incident  were  insignificant,  but  the  incident  illustrates  the  possible  mechanical  faults  and 
subsequent  potential  hazards  which  may  develop  with  these  units. 

In  the  medical  sphere,  particular  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  use  of  sealed  sources  for 
medical  therapy.  Work  is  continuing  on  the  question  of  radiation  levels  in  rooms  adjacent  to 
superficial  X-ray  therapy  installations. 

Lead. 

The  wide  use  and  high  toxicity  of  lead  and  compounds  of  lead  pose  a  considerable  problem. 
The  Lead  Workers  (Medical  Examination)  Regulations  seek  to  combat  this  problem  by  requiring 
the  periodical  medical  examination  of  workers  in  specified  processes  involving  lead  and  compounds 
of  lead.  The  results  of  these  tests  must  be  forwarded  to  the  Department  together  with  a  medical 
opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  the  worker  is  lead  poisoned. 

In  the  year  1964-65,  1,467  workers  came  under  these  regulations  and  7,150  medical  reports 
were  received.  Of  these  1,467  workers  42  were  certified  as  lead  poisoned  by  the  examining  medical 
officer.  In  addition,  230  lead  workers  attended  the  Division’s  laboratories  for  further  medical  and  /or 
scientific  tests  to  evaluate  their  lead  exposure. 

The  following  tests  were  performed  by  the  laboratories  in  relation  to  lead  hygiene  : — 
3,864  stippled  cell  counts. 

396  coproporphyrin  determinations. 

184  urinary  lead  determinations. 

In  addition  80  full  blood  examinations  were  performed  for  sundry  purposes  connected  with 
industrial  hygiene. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  laboratories  have  been  engaged  in  blood  lead  determinations 
in  connexion  with  a  research  project  being  conducted  by  the  Mental  Health  Authority.  This  project, 
as  yet  not  completed,  attempts  to  evaluate  the  significance  of  lead  intoxication  as  a  causative  agent 
in  mental  retardation  in  children.  The  complete  project  will  involve  the  Division  in  up  to  70 
blood  lead  determinations,  of  which  34  have  been  completed. 
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ENGINEERING  DIVISION. 

Sewerage. 

Only  one  provincial  sewerage  system  came  into  operation  during  the  year,  namely  at  the 
township  of  Redcliffs,  but  construction  has  been  commenced  at  Charlton,  Mt.  Eliza,  Seymour 
and  Willaura.  Three  more  Authorities  were  constituted,  namely  at  Drouin,  Cobram  and  Yallourn 
North  and  proposals  for  nine  additional  Authorities  have  been  investigated. 

In  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  Commission,  reference  was  made  to  the  fact  that  a  ballot 
among  ratepayers  at  Drouin  subsequent  to  a  public  meeting  attended  by  the  Chief  Engineer  and 
Assistant  Chief  Health  Officer  (Public  Health)  rejected  the  scheme  for  sewering  of  the  town.  A 
further  ballot  during  this  financial  year  reversed  that  decision  and  Drouin  now  has  a  constituted 
Sewerage  Authority. 

Pubhc  meetings  concerning  the  sewering  of  the  townships  were  attended  at  Anglesea  by  the 
Chief  Engineer,  and  at  Charlton  by  the  Assistant  Chief  Engineer.  In  connexion  with  the  former, 
a  ballot  among  the  ratepayers  is  yet  to  be  held.  At  Charlton  the  subsequent  ballot  supported 
sewerage  and  this  is  now  proceeding. 

Provincial  sewerage  treatment  plants  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  samples  collected  for 
analysis.  The  total  number  of  inspections  was  64. 

A  scheme  proposed  by  the  Leongatha  Sewerage  Authority  and  approved  by  the  Commission 
involving  the  expenditure  of  £334,000  provides  for  discharging  the  waste  from  the  Korumburra 
and  Leongatha  milk  processing  factories  together  with  domestic  sewage  from  portion  of  the 
township  of  Leongatha  into  the  ocean  at  a  point  some  miles  distant  from  Inverloch.  This  scheme 
will  remove  two  severe  sources  of  stream  pollution,  namely  the  waste  from  the  Leongatha  and 
Korumburra  milk  processing  factories. 

Septic  Tank  Installations. 

Plants  examined  for  new  septic  tank  installations  numbered  200.  These  include  tanks 
constructed  either  by  municipal  councils  or  appurtenant  to  public  buildings.  In  addition  plans 
for  installations  to  industrial  concerns  requiring  municipal  approval  were  examined  and 
recommendations  forwarded  to  the  municipalities  concerned. 

Three  schemes  involving  mass  septic  tank  installations  in  townships  were  approved  and 
extension  to  existing  mass  installations  also  numbered  three. 

Inspection  of  completed  septic  tank  systems  totalled  218. 

Stream  Pollution. 

Approval  for  disposal  of  trade  waste  from  new  industries  issued  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  section  82  of  the  Health  Act  numbered  eleven.  Inspection  of  completed  systems 
numbered  ten.  The  company  involved  in  the  successful  prosecution  reported  in  the  previous 
Report  for  discharging  polluting  waste  to  a  stream  is  a  party  to  the  proposal  by  the  Leongatha 
Sewerage  Authority  referred  to  above. 

Offensive  Trades  and  Garbage  Depots. 

Plans  were  examined  for  five  new  abattoir  buildings  and  additions  to  nineteen  existing 
abattoirs.  Inspection  of  abattoirs  and  other  offensive  trades  numbered  fourteen.  Investigations  into 
the  establishment  of  municipal  garbage  depots  numbered  22. 

Swimming  Pools. 

Fifty-four  inspections  were  made  and  advice  given  with  particular  reference  to  chemical 
and  chlorination  procedures.  During  the  year  the  Commission  considered  the  need  for  regulations 
to  provide  for  the  cleansing  and  purification  of  water  in  artificial  swimming  pools  and  resolved 
that  a  draft  be  prepared  for  its  consideration.  It  is  hoped  that  regulations  will  be  completed  for 
recommendation  to  the  Governor  in  Council  during  the  forthcoming  year. 

Water  Supply. 

Sixty-three  inspections  of  chlorinated  water  supplies  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and 
advice  given  regarding  chlorination  plant  and  dosage  procedure.  Sixty-two  visits  were  made  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  samples  for  bacteriological  analyses  and  for  determining  the  fluoride 
content  of  the  water  supply  ;  the  total  number  of  samples  collected  for  these  purposes  amounted 
to  115.  The  investigation  requested  by  the  Public  Works  Committee  into  the  bacteriological 
quality  of  the  water  supply  for  the  City  of  Melbourne  was  continued  with  special  reference  to  the 
Maroondah  Aqueduct.  Any  bacteriological  contamination  of  the  Maroondah  supply  is  eliminated 
by  continuous  chlorination  of  the  supply  at  Preston. 

9257/65—3. 
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Air  Pollution  Control. 

Air  pollution  measurements  encompassing  dust  fall,  smoke  density,  and  sulphur  dioxide 
concentration  were  continued  and  there  were  a  few  changes  in  location  of  stations. 

Four  hundred  and  thirteen  inspections  were  carried  out.  These  included  193  investigations 
into  complaints  received,  84  site  inspections  connected  with  installation  of  new  plant,  59  inspections 
of  completed  plant,  19  cases  of  stack  sampling  and  testing,  and  field  work  and  air  pollution 
measurements  numbered  58. 

Approvals  of  new  plant  or  of  extensions  pursuant  to  the  Clean  Air  Regulations  1961  totalled 
130.  This  figure  embraced  60  proposals  in  connexion  with  boiler  plant;  19  in  connexion  with 
special  type  furnaces;  15  industrial  incinerators;  10  chemical  plants,  3  involving  odour  control 
and  23  miscellaneous. 

In  October,  1964,  a  memorandum  on  chimney  heights  was  issued  as  a  guide  to  industry  for 
use  when  new  combustion  processes  are  proposed  for  installation.  As  a  result  the  occupier  of  any 
premises  on  which  any  new  plant  is  to  be  installed  has  a  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the 
Commission  with  respect  to  chimney  heights. 

The  establishment  of  emission  standards  for  various  gaseous  and  particulate  pollutants 
reached  finality  in  the  gazettal  of  the  Clean  Air  Regulations  1965.  These  standards  will  aid  the 
work  of  air  pollution  control  by  limiting  the  concentration  of  specific  air  pollutants  when  emitted 
to  the  atmosphere  ;  they  will  also  act  as  a  guide  in  the  design  of  new  plant.  The  regulations  also 
included  a  definition  for  dense  smoke.  Previously  action  in  respect  of  this  type  of  emission  was 
controlled  only  for  dark  or  black  smoke.  As  has  been  done  in  respect  of  dark  smoke  the 
administration  of  the  regulations  in  respect  of  dense  smoke  has  been  delegated  by  the  Commission 
of  Public  Health  to  municipal  councils. 

A  special  problem  which  appears  to  be  reaching  a  satisfactory  conclusion  is  that  related 
to  the  emission  of  acidic  smuts  from  all  oil-fired  Hoffman  Kilns  ;  one  company  in  the  heavy  clay 
ware  industry  has  carried  out  a  modification  which  has  resulted  in  a  large  reduction  in  emission 
of  this  pollutant.  At  the  same  time  the  survey  into  the  problem  being  carried  out  in  the  Chemical 
Engineering  Department  of  the  University  of  Melbourne  is  continuing  and  when  completed  at 
the  end  of  1965  will  add  to  the  knowledge  of  this  subject. 

Liaison  with  officers  in  other  States  engaged  in  air  pollution  control  continued  ;  an  Annual 
Conference  of  Technical  Officers  was  held  in  April,  1965,  in  Sydney  ;  a  further  conference  is  to  be 
held  at  the  University  of  New  South  Wales  in  August. 

Public  Buildings. 

Approvals  of  plans  and  specifications  of  public  buildings  numbered  932  being  composed  of 
418  for  new  buildings  and  514  in  respect  of  additions  to  existing  buildings.  Included  in  this  figure 
are  130  Pre-School  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  133  Day  Schools  (including  23  new  schools)  and 
298  Public  Halls,  Churches  and  Sunday  Schools.  In  addition,  there  were  four  new  picture  theatres 
each  accommodating  in  the  vicinity  of  1,000  persons. 

Day  inspections  of  public  buildings  numbered  7,584  and  during  public  occupation  748. 
In  respect  of  proposals  in  the  side  show  category,  the  number  of  new  Certificates  of  Safety  issued 
was  56  and  of  Renewal  of  Transfer  of  Certificates  of  Safety  205. 


Food  Control. 


GENERAL  ITEMS. 


Several  unusual  problems  arose  during  the  year  which  gave  rise  to  administrative  difficulty. 
The  foods  included  : — 


{a)  Shell  fish. — The  processing  of  the  shell  fish  Pecten  alba  generally  known  as  the  “  scallop  ” 
assumed  enormous  proportions  as  the  ample  beds  in  Port  Phillip  Bay  were  intensively  worked  by 
dredging. 

Processing  plants  demand  considerable  supervision  to  ensure  that  hygienic  conditions  are 
maintained. 


Unexpected  difficulty  arose  out  of  the  disposal  of  the  drainage  from  the  plants  in  areas  not 
fully  sewered  and  secondly  because  the  shells  soon  become  extremely  offensive.  In  some  instances 
councils  were  concerned  not  only  in  the  ultimate  burial  problem  but  also  in  the  offensive  conditions 
created  by  vehicles  carrying  wet  shells  through  city  areas. 

{b)  Cray  Fish  Meat. — The  Tasmanian  Health  Department  informed  the  Commission  it 
had  been  discovered  that  samples  of  local  crayfish  meat  processed  for  the  Victorian  market  contained 
numerous  coliform  organisms  and  staphylococci. 
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The  above  findings  were  confirmed  in  Melbourne  samples,  but  a  considerable  quantity  of  the 
crayfish  had  been  released  for  consumption  in  the  interim  without  causing  any  known  food  poisoning 
incidents. 

Remaining  stocks  were  withdrawn  by  the  wholesalers  pending  disposal  for  human  consumption 
after  thorough  cooking. 

The  difficulty  arose  because  retailers  could  not  be  relied  upon  to  cook  the  fish,  others  were 
reluctant  to  purchase  the  product.  Eventually  the  remaining  stocks  were  destroyed. 

The  whole  question  turned  on  the  evaluation  of  bacteriological  finding  in  a  “ready  to  serve” 
product  of  organisms  not  dangerous  to  health  but  closely  allied  to  organisms  which  can  cause 
disease. 

The  problem  is  of  world  wide  concern  and  attempts  are  being  made  to  set  out  “  reasonable  ” 
standards  for  the  bacterial  flora  which  may  be  found  in  processed  food.  Tt  is  obvious  that  few 
foods  are  sterile  ;  further,  sterility  is  not  the  chief  factor. 

Workable  criteria  exist  for  evaluating  milk  and  water,  the  presence  of  pathogenic  organisms 
is  usually  a  ground  for  reprocessing  or  condemnation  of  a  food.  The  presence  of  many  coliform 
organisms  is  indicative  of  faulty  handling  but  little  is  known  concerning  the  bacterial  state  of  the 
bulk  of  the  food  purchased  for  human  consumption. 

More  attention  needs  to  be  given  to  the  bacteriology  of  foods  now  that  so  many  ready  to  serve 
perishable  products  are  available  to  the  public. 

(c)  Imported  Ham  in  Cans. — Several  consignments  of  ham  from  Yugoslavia  were  the  subject 
of  action  because  of  reports  of  “  blown  ”  cans.  Bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  on  individual 
cans  yielded  inconsistent  results  but  salmonella  organisms  were  recovered  from  one  can  in  each 
of  two  consignments. 

The  contaminated  consignments  were  withdrawn  from  sale  and  destroyed. 

When  cans  could  not  be  shown  to  contain  food  poisoning  organisms  even  though  not  sterile, 
there  seemed  to  be  no  health  risk  involved. 

However,  veterinary  considerations  and  animal  quarantine  requirements  are  such  that  pig 
meat  from  certain  countries  will  not  be  accepted  unless  the  meat  in  the  cans  is  sterile. 

This  alternative  approach  led  to  difficulty  in  the  case  of  a  large  quantity  of  Polish  ham  in 
tins.  It  was  reported  that  the  cans  were  not  sterile  on  the  one  hand,  but  Health  Department 
examinations  did  not  reveal  any  pathogens,  the  cans  were  intact  and  not  blown,  the  contents  were 
apparently  wholesome. 

The  dilemma  was  resolved  on  veterinary  grounds  when  the  Commonwealth  Chief  Veterinary 
Officer  ordered  withdrawal  from  sale  of  existing  stocks  and  prohibited  the  importation  of  pig  meat 
from  Yugoslavia  and  Poland. 

“  Blown  ”  Cans. 

The  Food  and  Drug  Standards  Regulations  1958  prohibit  the  sale  of  foodstuffs  in  blown 

tins. 

In  practice  swelling  of  a  can  is  usually  accepted  as  an  indication  that  the  contents  have 
deteriorated  so  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

There  are  quite  a  few  reasons  for  the  blown  or  swollen  condition,  such  as  the  action  of  bacteria 
on  the  food,  the  action  of  acid  foods  on  the  lining  of  cans,  over  filling  and  now  the  retailing  of 
carbonated  drinks  in  cans.  Neither  the  Health  Act  nor  Food  Regulations  define  the  term  “Blown”. 
The  Commission  has  requested  the  Food  Standards  Committee  to  consider  this  difficult  problem. 

Attention  was  directed  to  this  problem  when  it  was  discovered  that  a  consignment  of  imported 
cheese  in  cans  showed  considerable  swelling.  The  gas  was  the  natural  outcome  of  biochemical  action 
in  maturing  of  cheese.  The  contents  were  normal  and  wholesome.  On  the  other  hand  adequate 
refrigeration  would  have  reduced  the  gas  production. 

The  matter  has  not  been  resolved.  Whereas  a  blown  can  is  an  obvious  warning  which 
even  the  housewife  can  appreciate,  there  are  commercial  reasons  to  pack  various  products  in  cans 
as  convenient  containers  for  storage  in  refrigeration.  The  containers  will  not  show  any  marked 
swelling  unless  refrigeration  is  inadequate. 

It  seems  that  the  prohibition  on  the  sale  of  blown  tins  should  remain  as  a  general  safeguard 
but  should  be  qualified  by  an  exemption  in  the  case  of  pressure  packs. 
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Imported  Foods. 

Foodstuffs  entering  Victoria  from  overseas  have  increased  both  in  volume  and  variety  over 
recent  years  due  in  part  to  the  number  of  New  Australians  living  here. 

The  control  from  an  animal  health  aspect  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Commonwealth  Animal 
Quarantine  Services  and  the  Victorian  Agriculture  Department,  which  administer  legislation  designed 
to  protect  the  Commonwealth  from  such  animal  disease  as  “  Foot  and  Mouth  ”  disease. 

In  many  instances  although  accompanied  by  a  certificate,  it  has  been  evident  that  the  health 
treatment  was  inadequate  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  prohibit  further  imports  from  such  countries. 
Action  taken  by  these  authorities  has  recently  been  necessary  in  the  case  of  tinned  hams  from 
Yugoslavia. 

Quite  apart  from  this  indirect  control  over  foodstuffs  because  of  related  possible  animal  disease 
the  Commission  and  municipal  councils  are  responsible  for  administering  legislation  designed  to 
protect  the  Victorian  consumer  of  food  and  ensuring  that  he  receives  only  food  which  is  suitable 
for  consumption  and  of  a  required  standard  as  well  as  being  properly  labelled. 

Departmental  officers  have  for  varied  reasons  condemned  the  following  foodstuffs  during 

1964 

11  bales  of  Ling  contaminated  with  whale  oil. 

170  tea  chests  of  tea  contaminated  with  mineral  oil. 

1  cask  of  cherries  which  had  putrified. 

3,313  packets  of  7-oz.  milk  chocolate,  mouldy. 

A  large  consignment  (approximately  20  tons)  of  frozen  fish  because  of  partial  failure 
of  the  ship’s  refrigeration  lockers  had  to  be  dumped  outside  the  continental  shelf. 


Rodent  Control. 

The  Pest  Control  Officer  again  devoted  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  to  the  supervision 
of  rat  eradication  routine  on  Melbourne  Harbor  Trust  land. 

The  work  is  almost  wholly  taken  over  by  the  Trust’s  staff  whose  work  has  been 
greatly  facilitated  by  the  clearance  of  heavy  debris  which  has  provided  rat  harbourage. 

In  general,  rat  infestation  has  been  persistently  troublesome  according  to  members  of  the 
Advisory  Committee  in  the  metropolitan  area  and  at  Geelong.  The  reason  for  the  increase  is 
probably  seasonal  and  associated  with  a  dry  winter,  alternatively  it  is  postulated  that  rats  may  be 
developing  resistance  to  the  anticoagulant  poison. 

C/v/7  Defence  and  State  Disaster  Organization. 

Large  scale  training  was  expanded  again  by  exercises  designed  to  engage  additional  personnel. 

During  a  simulated  fire  involving  the  Cranbourne-Frankston  area  the  opportunity  was  taken 
to  “  evacuate  ”  elderly  communities  in  the  district.  Special  clerical  staff  were  detailed  to  record 
appropriate  information  on  the  new  cards  designed  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  casualties. 

Early  in  1965  a  wide  area  in  East  Gippsland  was  subjected  to  bush  fires  which  practically 
surrounded  Maffra,  Bairnsdale,  and  Bruthen.  The  burden  of  fire-fighting  fell  on  the  Forest 
Commission  and  the  Country  Fire  Authority  supplemented  by  municipal  staff  and  volunteers. 

Unexpected  demands  were  made  on  the  Red  Cross  personnel  who  were  called  upon  for 
food  and  shelter  for  the  fire-fighters  and  on  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance. 

Difficulties  were  encountered  in  providing  adequate  potable  water  and  in  arranging  sufficient 
sanitary  facilities  in  small  centres. 

The  course  of  these  Gippsland  fires  was  found  to  be  unpredictable  due  to  unexpected 
fluctuations  in  the  weather. 

The  situation  although  alarming  did  not  necessitate  the  implementation  of  the  Stage  3  Disaster 
Plan.  Evacuation  of  residents  although  contemplated  did  not  take  place  on  a  large  scale. 

Fly  Control. 

There  was  little  nuisance  from  house  flies  during  the  last  summer  season,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  indicates  some  degree  of  success  of  the  control  measures  against  the  pests,  and  not  just 
the  result  of  cool  conditions  throughout  the  summer  months.  It  is  noted,  that  in  the  previous 
year  when  summer  weather  conditions  were  similarly  cool,  there  was  still  a  marked  population 
of  both  bush  and  house  flies. 

A  Housefly  Control  Campaign  organized  by  the  Municipal  Association  in  the  metropolitan 
area  was  launched  for  the  first  time  this  year.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  continue  for  some  time 
to  come  and  so  help  to  implement  the  educational  and  enforcement  measures  initiated  through  this 
Department  over  the  years. 
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Strict  supervision  of  premises  that  could  be  sources  of  breeding  or  reservoirs  is  being 
continually  urged  for  all  municipalities,  and  with  few  exceptions  it  is  felt  that  councils  are  taking 
their  responsibilities  in  this  matter  more  seriously. 

Compressor  units  for  collecting  garbage  are  now  in  use  by  several  councils,  and  are  highly 
effective  in  screening  refuse  from  flies  during  transit  to  the  depots.  Economically  they  are  more 
efficient,  and  they  contain  garbage  better  so  there  is  no  chance  of  spillage  at  any  time. 

The  pilot  scheme  at  Springvale  with  “  Garbags”  (paper  bags)  for  collection  of  domestic 
waste  proved  popular  with  the  residents,  and  has  been  extended  to  include  any  householder  in  the 
municipahty  who  wishes  to  employ  it.  A  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  bags  to  the  residents  has 
been  made  and  about  10  per  cent  of  the  population  are  using  this  method  at  present,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  figures  will  slowly  rise.  Over  90  per  cent,  of  those  who  figured  in  the  survey  voted  for  a 
continuance  of  the  scheme. 

Some  interest  is  being  shown  by  other  councils  in  this  hygienic  procedure  and  further  trials 
are  likely  to  be  carried  out  now  that  it  is  a  proven  method. 

Use  of  a  simple  maggot  trap  to  prevent  breeding  in  stable  manure,  has  been  introduced 
as  an  experiment  through  the  co-operation  of  the  Melbourne  City  Council  at  one  of  its  depots. 
So  far  they  have  proven  effective  and  are  simple  to  construct,  so  it  is  proposed  to  recommend  this 
system  for  all  stables  and  nurseries  that  store  manure  in  quantities. 

The  final  item  on  fly  control  concerns  the  frustrating  subject  of  bush  flies.  Although 
their  numbers  were  not  large  this  year  and  they  only  appeared  late  in  the  summer,  it  must  still  be 
stated  that  our  knowledge  of  this  strange  pest  remains  minimal  and  has  not  been  advanced  in  any 
way  in  recent  years. 

Cancer  Registry. 

As  in  former  years,  the  services  of  Dr.  D.  W.  Rankin  have  been  made  available  on  a  part-time 
basis  to  assist  the  Registry  in  the  collection  and  statistical  processing  of  clinical  data  about  cancer 
patients  in  the  major  Melbourne  metropolitan  public  hospitals. 

Cancer  Education. 

The  assistance  given  to  the  Anti  Cancer  Council’s  education  programme  by  Medical  Officers 
of  this  Department  has  continued. 

Talks  have  been  given  to  adult  groups  in  the  community  on  general  cancer  topics,  and,  since 
February,  1965,  to  women’s  groups  on  cancer  of  the  uterine  cervix,  in  connexion  with  the  screening 
programme  which  is  currently  being  carried  out  for  the  early  detection  of  this  disease  by  the  State 
Cytology  (Gynaecology)  Service. 

The  response  by  women  to  invitations  to  attend  these  talks  has  been  extremely  gratifying 
and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  many  women  are  presenting  themselves  for  examination 
as  a  result. 

Talks  to  school  children  on  the  association  between  cigarette  smoking  and  lung  cancer  have 
continued. 

The  number  of  talks  given  by  departmental  officers  is  as  follows  : — 

To  adults  on  general  cancer  topics  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

To  women  on  early  detection  of  cancer  of  the  uterine  cervix  (from 

4th  February,  1965)..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..15 

To  school  children  on  the  association  between  cigarette  smoking  and 

lung  cancer  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

In  addition,  a  small  number  of  radio  interviews  have  been  given  at  country  radio  stations 
on  the  early  detection  of  cancer  of  the  uterine  cervix. 

Free  Travel  Section. 

The  total  number  of  applications  for  free  travel  to  public  hospitals  received  during  the 
year  1964-65  from  pensioners  and  persons  of  similar  limited  means  was  16,813,  an  increase  of  595 
over  the  previous  year’s  total.  Sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-two  of  these  applications 
were  granted  and  191  refused. 

The  total  expenditure  involved  for  this  period  was  £34,745,  an  increase  of  £4,484  over  the 
total  for  the  previous  year. 
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LEGISLATION. 

During  the  year  the  following  legislation  was  given  Royal  Assent  : — 

Health  {Offensive  Trades)  Act  1964  (No.  7211). 

This  Act  amends  the  Third  Schedule — Offensive  Trades^ — and  excludes  from 
the  offensive  trades  provisions  of  the  Act  the  process  of  scouring  of  wool  by  means  of 
petroleum  solvents. 

Health  {Tuberculosis  Arrangement)  Act  1965  (No.  7250). 

This  Act  extends  to  30th  June,  1968,  the  Tuberculosis  Arrangement  between 
the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  and  the  State  of  Victoria. 

Health  {Household  Insecticides)  Act  1965  (No.  7282). 

This  Act  extends  the  Commission’s  restrictive  powers  over  the  sale  of 
disinfectants,  germicides,  antiseptics,  and  preservatives  so  that  they  will  apply  also 
to  household  insecticides  ;  and  it  enables  the  Governor  in  Council  to  make  regulations 
regarding  the  composition  and  labelling  of  these  substances. 


Regulations. 

In  addition  to  the  Child  Minding  Centre  {Health  Act)  Regulations  1965  and  the  Clean  Air 
Regulations  1965  referred  to  earlier  in  this  report,  the  following  regulations  were  approved  : — 

Meat  Transport  Vehicles  {Amendment)  Regulations  1964. 

This  amendment  brought  the  procedure  of  renewing  licences  for  meat  transport 
vehicles  into  line  with  that  applying  to  premises  required  to  be  registered  under  the 
Health  Act. 

Apartment  House  {Amendment)  Regulations  1964. 

These  regulations  now  permit  a  council  to  approve  fixed  or  portable  fire  escapes 
or  other  alternative  means  of  escape  in  lieu  of  a  fire  isolated  stairway  in  a  building  in 
use  as  an  apartment  house  before  1st  August,  1945. 

Food  and  Drug  Standards  {Amendment)  Regulations  1964. 

These  regulations  introduced  standards  for  vitamins  and  minerals  and  prescribed 
new  standards  for  meat,  condensed  milks,  malted  milk  powder,  marzipan  and  lemon 
butter. 

Offensive  Trades  {Amendment)  Regulations  1964. 

These  regulations  extend  the  structural  provisions  for  closets  in  offensive  trades 
premises  and  introduce  new  requirements  with  respect  to  the  cleanliness  of  vehicles  and 
the  removal  and  disposal  of  meat  and  offal  from  knackers’  yards. 

Camping  {Fire  Precautions)  Regulations  1964. 

These  regulations  provide  for  greater  flexibility  on  the  part  of  camping  area 
proprietors  in  the  choice  of  fire  fighting  equipment. 

Cemeteries  Regulations  1965. 

These  regulations  consolidated  the  Cemeteries  Regulations  1961  and  now  include 
provisions  prohibiting  advertising  by  undertakers  in  cemetery  reserves  and  prescribing 
standards  of  construction  of  coffins. 

Food  Vending  Machines  Regulations  1965. 

These  regulations  were  introduced  to  provide  standards  of  construction  cleanliness, 
waste  disposal,  prevention  of  faulty  operation  and  safety  precautions  for  food  vending 
machines  the  use  of  which  is  continually  increasing.  The  Registration  (Health  Acts) 
Regulations  were  also  amended  by  the  inclusion  of  standard  forms  to  be  used  for 
the  registration  of  food  vending  machines. 

Cinematograph  Operators  Regulations  1965. 

These  regulations  consolidated  the  Cinematograph  Operators  Regulations  1935. 
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Public  Building  (Amendment)  Regulations  1965. 

These  regulations  varied  the  minimum  space  available  for  occupation  per 
person  in  any  dance  hall,  cabaret,  supper-room  or  similar  building  from  eight  to  five 
square  feet. 

Cleanliness  (Foods,  Drugs  and  Substances)  Amendment  Regulations  1965. 

These  regulations  require  that  any  drinking  receptacle  used  to  draw  spirits  from 
an  inverted  automatic  dispenser  shall  be  clean. 

PROCLAMATIONS  AND  ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL. 

New  meat  areas  were  proclaimed  for  the  whole  of  the  Shires  of  Bulla  and  Huntly  and  for 
the  City  of  Swan  Hill  and  portion  of  the  Shire  of  Swan  Hill. 

In  addition,  the  Echuca  meat  area  was  extended  to  include  the  whole  of  the  City  of  Echuca 
and  the  Shire  of  Deakin  and  that  part  of  the  Shire  of  Rochester  situated  within  six  miles  of  the 
Echuca  Post  Office. 

The  offensive  trades  provisions  of  the  Health  Act  1958  (so  far  as  those  provisions  are  applicable 
to  piggeries)  were  extended  to  the  whole  of  the  Shires  of  Croydon,  Diamond  Valley  and  Kilmore  and 
portions  of  the  Shires  of  Cranbourne,  Marong  and  Rochester. 

Orders  in  Council  were  issued  providing  for  the  establishment  of  garbage  depots  by  the  City 
of  Brighton  in  the  municipal  district  of  the  City  of  Moorabbin  and  by  the  City  of  Coburg  in  the 
municipal  district  of  the  City  of  Preston.  An  order  was  also  issued  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
raw  meat  from  the  Northern  Territory  except  that  which  has  been  certified  as  fit  for  human 
consumption. 

Proclamations  were  issued  raising  the  maximum  fees  for  meat  supervision  and  exempting 
pre-school  centres  from  registration  as  child  minding  centres. 

OBITUARY. 

The  Commission  records  regret  at  the  deaths  during  the  year  of — 

Dr.  H.  N.  Featonby,  former  Chairman  of  the  Commission,  and  Dr.  J.  Perry,  Medical 
Director,  Royal  Children’s  Hospital,  and  Director,  Poisons  Information  Centre. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


KEVIN  BRENNAN 
WALTER  SUMMONS 
T.  R.  FLOOD 
A.  S.  THOMSON 
H.  McLORINAN 
A.  K.  LINES 
A.  C.  PITTARD 


y  Members  of  the  Commission. 


A.  T.  GARDNER,  Secretary, 

Melbourne,  14th  September,  1965. 


By  Authority :  A.  C.  Brooks,  Government  Printer,  Melbourne. 


